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(57) Abstract: A flat type discharge tube in which an inert gas is filled in a sealed space fonned by disposing a second dielectric 
plate in parallel and oppositely to a first dielectric plate that is provided, on the inner surface thereof spaced apart fi-om each other and 
integrally therewith, with a plurality of equal-height dielectric ribs defined by a specified discharge distance, and a specified voltage 
is applied to filmy electrodes respectively provided on the outer surfaces of the both dielectric plates to generate discharge in the 
inert gas in the sealed space and produce visible light on a light emitting surface formed on at least one of the both filmy electrodes, 
characterized in that an outer peripheral frame having a support surface, being the same in height as the dielectric ribs, is foimed 
on the outer peripheral edge of the fibrst dielectric plate, and the second dielectric plate is bonded by an adhesive applied to a recess 
formed along one side of the support surface of the outer peripheral fi:ame to tighdy bond the bottom surface of that dielectric plate 
to the top surfaces of the dielectric ribs and set smaller the interval between the inner peripheral surface of the outer peripheral frame 
and a dielectric rib position to face the inner peripheral surface than space widths formed between the other dielectric ribs. 
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